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What’s required of you?

1. First, you will need to have a minimum of three sources for your research paper.
2. You must have one book (online books are okay), one article (electronic database acceptable), and the rest are of your choosing. Preferred websites end in .gov and .edu; a .com or .org site must be pre-approved by Mrs. Buchholz.  No WIKI sites nor BLOGS allowed for this assignment.  Outside paper sources from the public library, home, and elsewhere are allowed.  

3. Next, you will need to keep track of your sources and information through highlighting.  You need at least 5 facts from each source (15 facts+ total).  If you cannot get five usable facts from your source, reconsider using it or find an additional source.

4. You will turn in a hard copy of the full essay made up of at least seven paragraphs (intro, five supporting paragraphs, conclusion), and a works cited page (please see the district’s cheating policy regarding copying and plagiarism) along with your rough draft, and peer editing sheet in your folder.  This will be checked in and dated.
5. The paper must have the following requirements in order to be checked in: computer generated (typed) using 12 pt Times New Roman or 11 pt Calibri, 1 inch margins and double space (after removing the extra space after the paragraph); In-text citations using MLA format; Works Cited page (produced on Easybib.com or through Microsoft Word but must be in MLA format).  There will be a checklist for you at the end.
6. *This project is a tremendous part of your third quarter grade. Please plan to work outside of class on it as well.  In order for any part of this product to be counted as on-time, items including your final paper are due at the beginning of class.  They are ready and/or printed before you get to class as well.  Please attain study hall passes if you need extra time.  You can always come to my room before or after school (including ICU) as well.
What do you write about?

· Health-related topics
- Do you have a friend or relative with a disease or illness?

- Is there an area in the health/medical science field that fascinates you?

· Charitable Foundations/ Organizations
- Where you ever involved in an organization?

- Is there an organization that you have heard of and want to learn more?
· Historical event
- What was the event and the details that led up to it?
- What impact did it have on society/the world?
In other words, write about something that you want to write about.  It should be something that motivates you to finish the project and to finish it well. TOPIC CHOICE:___________________________________________________

I understand all of the requirements and the due dates as shown on the following side.


Student signature: ___________________________________ date: ___________

I, the parent/guardian, understand the requirements and expectations of my student’s research paper.


Parent/guardian signature: ______________________________ date: ___________

	Feb. 12

	Research paper will be introduced. You will brainstorm topic choices.  Requirements will be given and we will go through sheets together. By Jan.20, you must have 1) your topic chosen, 2) your topic approved by Mrs. Buchholz, and 3) your paper with your and your parent’s signature turned in. You will have sheets to guide you through this process.

	 Feb. 13
	How to get started – research terminology, thesis statements, and skeleton outlines; research time.

	Feb. 14
__topic chosen

__parent signature
	Research Day: Databases and sources – Find at least three potential sources today – introduce Easybib.com and/or Microsoft Word citations


	Feb. 15
	Independent Reading and Journaling – good time to read up on your topic if you checked out a book from the library

	Feb. 20
	Research Day: Databases and sources – Find at least three potential sources today – introduce Easybib.com and/or Microsoft Word citations; Review Thesis Statements

	Feb. 21
__ thesis statement done
	Research Day: Thesis Statement check; Continue finding databases and sources and citing as you go

	Feb. 22
__ five research subs done
	Research Day: Subpoint Check; Continue finding databases and sources and citing as you go

	Feb. 23
	Independent Reading and Journaling – Take a break from your paper, relax, enjoy a good book

	Feb. 26

	Summary and paraphrasing lesson – Have specific sites and sources bookmarked for today.

	Feb. 27
	Organizing information – have specific sites and sources

	Feb. 28

Mar. 1
__full outline


	Outlining and Fact Finding – make sure you have your sources accessible when you come to class (you may have them printed if that is easier for you)
Outline created – must be checked by Mrs. Buchholz

Research with remaining time

	Mar. 2
	Independent Reading and Journaling – Take a break from your paper, relax, enjoy a good book

	Mar. 5
	Research and Works Cited: Put together WC page & begin rough draft typing

	Mar. 6
	Research and Works Cited: Put together WC page & continue rough draft

	Mar. 7
	What your paper should have (and not have) in it when it is completed

	Mar. 8
	Final Day for Rough Draft typing

	Mar. 9
__rough draft done
	Peer Edit Day – Rough Draft must be done before you get to class

     Peer editing and self-editing; If electronic version, please email to Mrs. Buchholz at the beginning of class.

	Mar. 12
	Finish Peer editing and Self-Edit paper: make final revisions and additions

	Mar. 13
__final draft done
	Edit paper: make final revisions and additions 

Paper due at the end of school day (3:26)  Turn in paper, rough draft, peer edit sheet, etc. You may either print or email – your preference


Thesis Statement : 5 subtopics
                                                    

     


        

       

What is it?

A thesis statement is a detailed sentence that you write, which states what you want to describe in your research project.  The statement guides you as you work so that your paper keeps its focus.  It also guides the reader so they know what to expect while reading. 
Writing a thesis statement

Should:

tell the topic of your composition


state the purpose for writing

suggest the paper’s topic and organization

be based on facts

be clear and with specific wording


engage the reader’s interest

be at the end of the introductory paragraph

be restated in your conclusion

Should not:

be a fragment





a simple sentence with a fact

express an opinion




“In this paper I will…”

be too general or vague (what?)



“You will learn/read about…”
Examples:

Too general: There are many different opinions about global warming.

Specific: Respected scientists around the world have challenged the global warming theory, claiming it is not based on accurate evidence.

Over-used: Moby Dick is one of the greatest American novels.

Engaging: Moby Dick presents a hero’s struggle against the forces of nature.

Over-emotional: The death penalty is cruel, heartless, and very wrong.

Clear: In our modern justice system, the death penalty is no longer practical.

Teacher example: I was interested in researching thyroid conditions.

My ideas: I want to learn what thyroid conditions there are, what are the symptoms of a specific condition, and how is it diagnosed and treated.
The thesis statement may sound something like this: Thyroid conditions can be life threatening, but, if taken care of properly , can be easy to live with.
My thesis statement: __________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Mrs. Buchholz’s Signature__________________________________________Date:___________________


Focusing your topic:  _________________________________ (topic) For example, you may be interested in researching cancer for your topic.  This is a very broad topic with many different subcategories.  Instead, choose to focus on a specific kind: stomach cancer, colon cancer, brain cancer, breast cancer, etc.  Use the K-W-L chart above to start organizing your information.  This will also help guide what you need to research.
	What do you Know?
	What do you Want to know?
	What did you Learn?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Now that you have organized your thoughts on your topic, list the five main areas or ideas of your topic.  This will help you to direct your research because each one becomes a body paragraph.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

(6.)

Work Cited format:

Generic Format
Authors last name, Author’s first name. “Article Title.” Website, Book, or Magazine. Publisher/Sponsor. 

Copyright/Date Published. Medium (Print/Web/Interview). Date Accessed.

Book
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of 
Publication.
Pamphlet
Your Rights Under California Welfare Programs. Sacramento: California Dept. of Social Services, 2007. 
Print.

Email Interview

Kunka, Andrew. "Re: Modernist Literature." Message to the author. 15 Nov. 2000. E-mail.
Tweet

Brokaw, Tom (tombrokaw). "SC demonstrated why all the debates are the engines of this campaign." 22 
Jan. 2012, 3:06 a.m. Tweet.
ListServ, Discussion Group, Blog

Editor, screen name, author, or compiler name (if available). “Posting Title.” Name of Site. Version 
number (if available). Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher). Medium of publication. Date of access.
Online Database
Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.”Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-
44. Science Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009.
Page on a Website
"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow. Demand Media, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009.
Entire Website
Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation 
(if available). Medium of publication. Date of access.
The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 Apr. 
2008.
Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003. Web. 10 May 2006.

Making an Outline Worksheet

I. Introduction Paragraph

A. Attention Getter (TS):_________________________________________________
B. (SS) _____________________________________________________________________________

C. (SS) _____________________________________________________________________________


D. (SS) _____________________________________________________________________________


E. (SS) _____________________________________________________________________________


F. (SS) ______________________________________________________________________________


optional (G). (SS) _____________________________________________________

H. Thesis Statement (TS): _____________________________________________

I. (CS to transition if necessary) ____________________________________________________________
 Now you begin writing the body of your paper, starting with your first subtopic.

II. 1st subtopic_TRANS_________________________________________________________ 

 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________ 


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________

D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)_______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)_______________________________________________________________


G. (CS)__________________________________________________________________

III. 2ndsubtopic_TRANS_________________________________________________________ 

 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________ 


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________


D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)_______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)______________________________________________________________

G. (CS) ________________________________________________________________

IV. .3rd  subtopic_TRANS_______________________________________________________ 
 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________ 


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________


D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)_______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)_______________________________________________________________

       G. (CS) _______________________________________________________________

V. 4th subtopic_TRANS__________________________________________________________ 

 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________


D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)_______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)_______________________________________________________________

      G. (CS) _________________________________________________________________

VI. 5th subtopic_TRANS_________________________________________________________ 

 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________ 


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________


D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)_______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)______________________________________________________________

      G. (CS) ________________________________________________________________

VII. OPTIONAL 6th subtopic_TRANS_______________________________________________

 
A. (1st SS) _____________________________________________________________ 


B. (2nd SS)______________________________________________________________ 


C. (3rd SS)______________________________________________________________


D. (4th SS)______________________________________________________________


E. (5th SS)______________________________________________________________


F. (6th SS)______________________________________________________________

      G. (CS) _________________________________________________________________

VII. Conclusion: A restatement of your thesis and of the main points of your paper.  Write it below.
TRANS_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
turn over for calendar
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