Research Essay Checklist & Rubric
Name: ___________________________ Period: _______ 
Topic: _________________________________________

Thesis/Introduction (W.S.) (grabs reader’s attention, sets up the rest of the paper, min. 4 sentences)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/10

Body Paragraph #1 (W.S.) (topic sentence, citation, support, closer)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/8

Body Paragraph #2 (W.S.) (topic sentence, citation, support, closer)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/8

Body Paragraph #3 (W.S.) (topic sentence, citation, support, closer)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/8

Body Paragraph #4 (W.S.) (topic sentence, citation, support, closer)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/8

Body Paragraph #5 (W.S.) (topic sentence, citation, support, closer)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/8

Conclusion (W.S.) (thesis restated and underlined, ties up all loose ends, min. 5 sentences)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/9

Content and Organization (W.S.) (7 paragraphs, logic, ideas, wording, etc)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/13

Word Choice (L.S.) (No banned words, strong vocabulary, sounds like the author while keeping it professional, informational, and unbiased)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/14

Conventions (L.S.) (spelling, punctuation, grammar, capitalization, paragraphing)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/10

Sentence fluency (W.S.) (no run-ons or fragments, variety of sentence types, mixture of paraphrase, own words, and direct quotations)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/10

In-Text Citation (W.S.) (proper format, at least one citation from each of the sources)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/25

Works Cited (W.S.) (Correct formatting, sources cited properly, at least five, etc)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/15

Overall Appearance (W.S.) (Correct margins, font, spacing, indentations, typed, professional appearance, etc)
Impressive	     Meets Requirements     Needs Improvement     Missing
	Pts_____/14

Writing Standard:______/136                
Language Standard: ______/24

TOTAL POINTS:______/160
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